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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


Chronic Inflammatory Cbnditions of the Mucous Membrane and Skin,” The work 
is essentially pathological, ami is one of considerable interest and importance. 
The author deals first with buccal and lingual psoriasis, and describes the 
stages of passage between this affection and carcinoma. The clinical details 
of this transformation are familiar, but the histological data arc here for the 
first time, so far as wo know, fully demonstrated, lie then deals in the same 
manner with epithelioma in its relation to chronic inflammation of the skin. 
This leads naturally to a consideration of chimney sweeps’ cancer, tar cancer 
(tar molluscum), and paraffine cancer. He. gives details of several eases of 
paraffine cancer—an epithelioma that is apt to attack those engaged in 
paraffine factories. In all, the scrotum was involved; and in one, the skin 
over the right elbow. The author concludes by an account of the relation of 
cancer to scborrlicca (scborrhagische llautcareinomc), and gives a description 
of the microscopical aspects of the parts involved in Bcborrhcea senilis. 

De la Gastrostomie, by Dii. Makcki. Cohen, is a little work that will be of 
use in presenting the present position of this operation in clear terms. The 
book contains nothing original, but it is a valuable compilation. It gives u 
good bibliographical index, and statistical details of fifty-three cases. The 
author, as the result of his investigations, advises the incision of Albert, the 
immediate opening of the stomach, and feeding directly after the operation. 

Dus. Esmarch and Kulbnkampff have published in a large volume (Die 
Elcphaniiaslischcn Formcn) an elaborate account of elephantiasis and condi¬ 
tions allied to it. The work cannot be said to present much that is new, but 
it forms by far the most complete compendium of these diseases that has yet 
appeared. Its chief value consists in the very excellent clinical illustrations 
that are provided, and in the numerous portraits of patients that arc added 
at the end of the work. It forms, indeed, a clinical atlns of elephantiasis and 
its allies. The authors enter into the history of the disease and the bibliog¬ 
raphy, which is, by the by, somewhat voluminous. They deal with elephan¬ 
tiasis proper, with inevoid elephantiasis, with certain congenital tumors, with 
pachydermatocele, with congenital papilloma and molluscum fibrosuni. Of 
all these conditions excellent illustrations arc provided, and too high praise 
cannot bo bestowed upon tho chromo-lithographs that find a placo among 
these illustrations. 

Of English books published during the last few months, attention may be 
directed to Diseases of the Ibnguc, by Mil. II. T. Hutlin, and to the first part 
of a work on Operative Sirgery, by Sir William MacCormac. 


Tub Etiology of Acute Suppurative Inflammation. 

In a case of acute osteomyelitis in tho human subject, Dr. GAimfe ( Fort - 
schritle der Medicin, 1885, p. 105) found both the white and the yellow 
staphylococcus, but no other microorganisms-—no streptococci. In a rapidly 
fatal case, moreover, he discovered tho staphylococcus in tho blood. As it 
has not been found by other observers in tho blood, ho imagines that it may 
vanish with varying degrees of fever. In aomo thirty cases of acute suppu¬ 
ration—boil, abscess, etc.—lie found cocci which could not bo distinguished 
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either by culture or in dried preparations from those of osteomyelitis. He, 
therefore, maintains that acute osteomyelitis possesses no specific features, 
and has associated with it an organism common to it and a largo number of 
other acute suppurative affections. 

He inoculated himself with the staphylococcus obtained by cultivation 
from a fatal case of osteomyelitis. Ho used a needle, and introduced the 
matter near the matrix of the nail. In one instance a little inflammatory 
swelling followed, which soon disappeared. In tho Bccond instance a lArge 
pustule followed, from the contents of which he obtained the Btaphylococcus. 

A third experiment was most important. Ho rubbed upon his forearm a 
solution containing staphylococci, derived from the fatal case of osteomyelitis. 
In six hours the spot so rubbed began to bum, and then at tho bases of 
several of tho hairs pustules appeared. In four days these pustules had 
coalesced, and had formed a somewhat serious boil. From tho pus of the 
boil, cultivations of the yellow staphylococcus wero obtained, unmixed with 
any other bacterium. . 

Ho concludes that both boil and carbuncle must bo regarded as infectious 
diseases; that they aro due to the same bacterium that produces osteomyelitis; 
and that the infection may ho introduced through tho excretory ducts of tho 
skin without wound, as his third experiment upon himself appeared to 
demonstrate. 

Tetanus Hydropiiodicus. 

A form of tetanus has been described under tho abovo name, and it would 
appear that already some sixteen examples of tho affection havo been placed 
on record. A full account of this peculiar convulsive affection has been given 
by Bernhard, in the seventh volume of ZeiUchrft/Hr klinxsche Medicin . One 
great fenturo of these cases is a convulsion of the muscles concerned in swal¬ 
lowing, henco tho name of “ Kopftetanus” that is used by some. Dr. Had- 
1,1011 reports a case under this titlo which, however, differs from tho typical 
form of tho disease by the circumstance that thcro wero no pharyngeal con¬ 
vulsions. < 

A boy aged two and a half years, received n slight injury on tho right cheek. 
In twelve days paralysis of tho right facial nervo appeared. Threo days later 
trismus set in. Eight days after tho onset of tho facial palsy distinct tetanic 
convulsions set in. These convulsions appeared in the paralyzed part of tho 
face, and thcro was a persistent partial contraction of the orbicularis oris, the 
orbicularis palpebrarum, and tho levator aim nnsL 
Tho tetanic convulsions increased up to ft certain point, then lessened and 
disappeared. 

Tho dragging of tho faco to one side was noticed for six or seven weeks, 
when it disappeared. Tho general health was not conspicuously disturbed 
and the child made a perfect recovery. 

Tiie State of the Urine in certain Surgical Affections. 

In Annate* dcs mat. des org. ginito-urinaires, No. 5,1885, aro several articles 
that bear upon this matter. Dr. Thiriar deals with tho state of tho urine 
after abdominal operations. Ho states that when tho amount of tho chlorides 



